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Project background & rationale

e Though Vancouver is very ethno-culturally diverse, the city’s
Aboriginal and immigrant communities have few avenues to
engage with each other.

e Lack of engagement can lead to misconceptions and low social
cohesion.

e Project aims to facilitate engagement between communities
and encourage building understanding and strengthening
relations between Aboriginal and immigrant/non-Aboriginal
communities.
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Project Steering Group and

Project team

Project Steering Group

Provides leadership, advice and support to the implementation of the Dialogues
Project. 27 partner groups are represented on the PSG.

Project Chairs

Wade Grant, Musqueam First Nation

Susan Tatoosh, Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre
Henry Yu, UBC Department of History

Project Team

Project Lead: Baldwin Wong

Project Coordinator: Karen Fong

Youth Engagement: Lanny Libby

Consultant on Aboriginal community: Kamala Todd
Youth Community Developers
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Project elements

Phase | (Jan 2010 —July 2011) included 5 key initiatives:

1.

A

Dialogue circles
Community research
Cultural exchange visits
Elders & youth program
Legacy projects

The project is chronicled in a book and DVD that highlight key
events and achievements of the project. A launch event and
celebration event were held to mark the start and end of the
project.
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1. Dialogue Circles

Dialogue circles brought together members of
Aboriginal and immigrant communities to share
personal stories and perspectives on social
inclusion/exclusion and community relations in
facilitated discussion circles.




Dialogue Circles — some quotes

Learning

“I remember when | was a very new immigrant....I| hadn’t seen any Aboriginal
people before, | didn’t know them, it was a new place. When | studied at
university, my impression was that they had a very [unhappy] history. ”
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Dialogue Circles — some quotes

Learning

“I remember when | was a very new immigrant....I| hadn’t seen any Aboriginal
people before, | didn’t know them, it was a new place. When | studied at
university, my impression was that they had a very [unhappy] history. ”

Racism

“ My journey has been about unlearning. Unlearning ‘whiteness’ and white
privilege, unlearning self-hate...as an immigrant, as a black young girl, as a
woman. | am learning the history of this land. ”
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Dialogue Circles — some quotes

Learning

“I remember when | was a very new immigrant....I| hadn’t seen any Aboriginal
people before, | didn’t know them, it was a new place. When | studied at
university, my impression was that they had a very [unhappy] history. ”

Racism

“ My journey has been about unlearning. Unlearning ‘whiteness’ and white
privilege, unlearning self-hate...as an immigrant, as a black young girl, as a
woman. | am learning the history of this land. ”

Land and Belonging

“Many people who have had atrocities against them have been able to leave,
recover, and return to reclaim their heritage and history — we have not had

this chance.” &Qi/
- CITY OF
VANCOUVER



Dialogue Circles




2. Community Research

e Survey to gauge perspectives on relations between
Aboriginal and immigrant communities.

e Literature review to assess availability and quality of
resources aimed at newcomers regarding Aboriginal
histories, issues and perspectives.

e Interviews with key community members (featured in
book and video)
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3. Cultural Exchange Visits

Cultural exchange visits organized in collaboration with
community partners to provide opportunities for
community members to visit and engage with local First
Nations, urban Aboriginal and immigrant communities.
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Cooking exchange between Aboriginal and Afghan
women




Visit with Musqueam First Nation
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Visit with Tsleil-Waututh First Nation




Visit to the Ismaili community
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4. Elders & Youth Program

e Aboriginal and immigrant elders met to share issues
of mutual interest, particularly around
intergenerational and intercultural relations.

e Aboriginal and immigrant youth were recruited to
hold their own circles around the same topics.
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5. Legacy Projects
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Oy Roots s supported by MOSAIC, Brdanmsa Community Centre and
the Vancouver Dialogues Project It s funded by the City of Vancouver's
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Celebration event
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www.vancouver.ca/dialoguesproject
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