	This template is an optional resource for municipal administrations to use to brief your council on ABmunis’ 2026 Resolutions Book and resolutions voting at ABmunis’ Convention.



BRIEFING NOTE

Topic: 
Voting on Alberta Municipalities’ 2026 Resolutions

Background: 
The purpose of this briefing is to provide information and recommendations to council members who will be attending Alberta Municipalities’ 2026 Convention and Trade Show and voting on resolutions. 

The Alberta Municipalities 2026 Convention & Trade Show is taking place in Edmonton on September 23-25, 2026, with pre-convention sessions on September 22. 

Each resolution is sponsored by at least two municipalities that are Regular Members of Alberta Municipalities. At the Convention, members of our council and elected officials of other Regular Member municipalities who have registered for Convention will have the opportunity to vote on each resolution. The outcome of each vote will help determine what issues ABmunis will invest its time and resources to advocate on behalf of its member municipalities. 

Date and Time of the Resolutions Session
The Resolutions Session is currently scheduled to take place on September 24, 2026. The session times will be available in the agenda posted at https://www.abmunis.ca/events/2026-abmunis-convention-trade-show.

Resolutions Book
The most current version of Alberta Municipalities’ 2026 Resolutions Book is available at https://www.abmunis.ca/advocacy-resources/resolutions. The Resolutions Book will also be posted in the Convention app that will be released to registered delegates a few days before the Convention. 

Administration’s Review of the 2026 Resolutions
The following represents a summary of each resolution and the [MUNICIPALITY] of _________ Administration’s advice on each resolution. In addition to this briefing, Council is encouraged to review the entire 2026 Resolutions Book as it includes:
· Background on Alberta Municipalities’ resolutions process and advocacy.
· Background information on each resolution.
· Alberta Municipalities’ comments on each resolution that provide additional details not presented by the sponsoring municipality.
· Contact information for each sponsoring municipality if you have questions. 

Administration has provided advice on each resolution using the categories of: 
· Support the resolution – with reasons explained.
· Do Not Support the resolution – with reasons explained.
· No Recommendation – the issue is considered outside of Administration’s purview. 

Questions to Consider When Voting
To help guide your decision on how to vote on a resolution, council members may want to consider the following questions:

· Is this issue important enough that Alberta Municipalities should invest its time and resources on the issue? 

· Is Alberta Municipalities the best organization to add value to this issue?  

· If the issue doesn’t apply to my community, can I still support it because municipalities in Alberta will generally benefit if Alberta Municipalities is successful in its advocacy? 

· Would advocacy on this issue have unintended consequences for municipalities?



Category B: Issues Related to Alberta Municipalities’ Strategic Initiatives

	Resolution Title
	Resolution’s Call for Action
	Recommendation from Administration

	[bookmark: _Toc236047190]B1: Balancing Incentives Between Locum and Community-Based Physicians & Other Healthcare Workers to Support Family Practice

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to review and amend physician and other healthcare worker incentive frameworks to reduce disparities between locum and community-based physicians and other healthcare workers.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to support community-based family physician practice in rural and underserved communities, to strengthen continuity of care and ensure stable access to primary health services for all Albertans.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047191]B2: Further Strengthening Governance and Funding Models for Seniors’ Lodge Accommodations 

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities:
1. Advocate to the Government of Alberta to ensure that regulations and Ministerial Orders resulting from the 2026 legislative amendments mandate meaningful municipal governance participation on seniors’ lodge boards, including the formal right to review and approve HMB operating and capital budgets before requisitions are finalized;
2. Advocate to the Government of Alberta to provide an update on the negotiation of a new province-wide funding agreement that ensures the mandatory capital and operating reserves required by the amended Alberta Housing Act are not funded primarily through municipal requisitions, but through a sustainable provincial contribution that reflects the Province’s primary responsibility for social housing; and
3. Explore opportunities to align advocacy efforts with the Rural Municipalities of Alberta to ensure a unified municipal voice in addressing the shared challenges of HMB requisitions and the long-term viability of the seniors’ lodge system.

	


[bookmark: _Toc236047192]

	B3: Derelict Non-Residential Tax Subclass

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to amend Sections 297 and 358.1 of the Municipal Government Act to allow all municipalities the option to create a derelict subclass under Class 2 Non-Residential property.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT such an amendment include an exemption from the 5:1 tax rate ratio limit, or include a higher ratio limit, for a derelict non-residential tax subclass, to ensure municipal councils have the necessary flexibility to set a deterrent tax rate.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to remove the requirement that a property be unoccupied for a year before it can be assessed into a derelict non-residential tax subclass.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047193]B4: Modernization of Municipal Investment Authorities Under the Municipal Investment Regulation

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to amend the Municipal Investment Regulation to expand investment authorities available to municipalities by implementing a scalable, capacity-based framework that includes:
· Direct Governance-Based Authority: Extending broader investment eligibility to municipalities that demonstrate independent capacity through a prudent-investor policy, professional oversight, and robust risk-reporting practices;
· Pooled and Collaborative Authority: Permitting municipalities to access expanded, diversified asset classes for a policy-defined portion of municipal funds without extensive internal administrative requirements, provided such investments are made through approved, municipally geared pooled funds, collaborative arrangements, or institutional services; and
· An Opt-In Mechanism: Providing a clear designation process subject to Ministerial approval or defined criteria that allows municipalities to choose the tier of investment authority that best matches their local governance capacity, financial needs, and strategic goals.
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT any amendments to the Municipal Investment Regulation maintain appropriate safeguards to ensure:
· preservation of capital, 
· prudent risk management, and 
· transparency and accountability to Council and the public.

	


[bookmark: _Toc236047194]

	B5: Provincial Alternative Revenue Optimization Program to Support Productivity, Workforce Readiness, and Industrial Competitiveness

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to explore and collaboratively develop an additional, provincial revenue optimization program, separate from and in addition to the Local Government Fiscal Framework (LGFF) and existing municipal revenue sources, that:
a) Supports Alberta’s economic productivity and competitiveness, including agriculture, forestry, energy, manufacturing, logistics, and workforce participation, through investments in trade‑enabling, housing-enabling, and workforce‑supporting municipal infrastructure and services;
b) Aligns funding to municipalities and regions where there is demonstrated economic activity, service demand, or productivity outcomes that extend beyond municipal boundaries or are not fully reflected within local tax bases;
c) Recognizes municipalities as delivery partners for provincial economic objectives, including labour force attraction and retention, housing enablement, transportation connectivity, utilities, and public safety, where municipal investment is required to support provincial growth and competitiveness;
d) Provides predictable, transparent, and formula‑based funding, allowing municipalities to incorporate revenues into long‑term capital planning, asset management, and service sustainability; and
e) Is developed collaboratively with Alberta Municipalities, Mid-sized Mayors Caucus, rural municipal partners, and the Government of Alberta, ensuring regional equity, economic neutrality, and alignment with Alberta’s provincial productivity and economic development priorities.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047195]B6: Budget Surplus and Municipal Infrastructure Investment 

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to commit to creating a framework, used during provincial surpluses, to allocate a portion of the surplus to critical municipal infrastructure projects.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the framework prioritizes projects based on demonstrated need and readiness for construction, with funding distributed through a transparent application process, and in alignment with provincial and municipal strategic priorities.

	


[bookmark: _Toc236047196]

	B7: Broadening Scope of Off-Site Levies

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to amend the Municipal Government Act to broaden the scope of infrastructure eligible for off-site levies to better reflect the full range of growth-related infrastructure required to support new development, where municipalities can demonstrate a clear connection between growth and the infrastructure required, in a manner that maintains transparency, predictability, and fairness for municipalities, developers, and residents.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047197]B8: Expanded Grant Eligibility for Water Infrastructure 

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the expansion of eligibility criteria under the Water for Life funding framework, or successor water infrastructure programs, to include single municipalities that function as regional service hubs and provide services to populations that extend beyond their municipal tax base.
	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047198]B9: Limiting the Use of Fresh Water in Hydraulic Fracturing

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to review current policies and regulatory frameworks governing the use of fresh water in hydraulic fracturing, with the goal of reducing reliance on fresh water sources in drought stressed regions. 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Government of Alberta work with industry, municipalities, and other stakeholders to support and accelerate the development and adoption of alternative water sources for hydraulic fracturing, including saline water and recycled produced water.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Government of Alberta evaluate the current roles and responsibilities of the Alberta Energy Regulator and Alberta Environment and Protected Areas with respect to water allocation decisions under the Water Act, to ensure clarity, transparency, and alignment with water management objectives.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Government of Alberta improve transparency in the Temporary Diversion License approval process by ensuring that supporting information used in decision-making is publicly accessible and that opportunities for municipal and public awareness and input are enhanced.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Government of Alberta assess opportunities to strengthen oversight and consistency in the application of legislation, policy, and directives related to Temporary Diversion Licences, including those involving alluvial aquifers.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047199]B10: Police Fines and Penalties Revenue Sharing
	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate for the Government of Alberta to amend section 162 of the Traffic Safety Act, Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, Chapter T-6 to distribute fines and penalties under the Act to those municipalities receiving policing services under the Provincial Police Services Agreement at the same percentage that these municipalities pay for policing.

	






Category C: Other Issues of Potential Interest to Municipalities
	Resolution Title
	Resolution’s Call for Action
	Recommendation from Administration

	[bookmark: _Toc236047202]C1: Regulation of Personal Micromobility Devices (i.e. e-scooters) through the Alberta Traffic Safety Act 

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to amend the Traffic Safety Act and its associated regulations to establish a clear and consistent provincial framework for the operation and use of personal micromobility devices, while providing municipalities with autonomy for bylaw enforcement within their jurisdiction as needed. 

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047203]C2: Family Support for Children with Disabilities Transparency and Timely Access 

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to improve transparency, communication, and timeliness within the Family Support for Children with Disabilities (FSCD) program by: 
1. Reinstating routine public reporting on FSCD wait list volumes and average wait times at key stages of the process; 
2. Ensuring families awaiting FSCD supports receive clear, proactive communication regarding application status and expected next steps; 
3. Allocating targeted, time-limited resources to reduce existing FSCD backlogs so approved supports can be accessed within reasonable timelines; and 
4. Establishing transparency and timeliness as core operational standards within the FSCD program. 

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047204]C3: Alignment of Municipal Fiscal Year with Provincial and Federal Budget Cycles

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to amend relevant legislation and regulations to change the municipal fiscal and budget cycle to align with the provincial and federal fiscal calendar of April 1 to March 31.

	


[bookmark: _Toc236047206]

	C4: Strengthening Auditor Reporting of Financial Irregularities in Municipal Financial Statements

	[bookmark: _Toc235426319][bookmark: _Toc235426346]IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities urge the Government of Alberta to work with the appropriate professional bodies, including the Chartered Professional Accountants of Alberta (CPA Alberta), to strengthen professional standards, guidance, and training requirements so that auditors clearly and explicitly report significant financial irregularities identified during municipal audits.

[bookmark: _Toc235426320][bookmark: _Toc235426347]FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that Alberta Municipalities requests the Government of Alberta encourage CPA Alberta to develop a standardized, plain‑language Municipal Audit Executive Summary to accompany municipal audited financial statements, outlining key information for council and public understanding, including but not limited to:
· the municipality’s overall financial position;
· observations related to investments and major infrastructure assets;
· the status and flexibility of municipal reserves;
· findings related to fraud risk, compliance, and internal controls;
· identification of material financial or governance risks; and
· comments on the municipality’s financial health.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047207]C5: Door-to-Door Solar Sales

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to enhance regulatory oversight for door-to-door solar PV sales, and to engage with Alberta Municipalities and the solar PV industry to protect consumers from misinformation regarding municipal CEIP programs.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047208]C6: Restoring Provincial Support for Perpetual Conservation Easements

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to restore policy support under the Private Land Conservation Program for perpetual conservation easements as a voluntary land stewardship tool, ensuring municipalities, landowners, and conservation organizations have access to this option where locally supported and aligned with environmental, agricultural, or community planning objectives.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047209]C7: Remediation of Contaminated Properties

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to review relevant legislation to enable the differentiation between current and former owners with respect to liability for contaminated properties; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta to reinstate an adequately funded grant program to facilitate the remediation of contaminated properties
	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047210]C8: Equitable Provincial Charitable Gaming Model

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta and AGLC to implement mechanisms to improve the sustainability of charities, including but not limited to, a more equitable and transparent provincial Charitable Gaming Model, funding from online gaming, or funding from other AGLC-administered sources.

	

	[bookmark: _Toc236047211]C9: Strengthening Alberta Municipalities’ voice to the Province by Increasing the Resolution Voting Threshold

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities conduct member engagement on Resolution Policy No. AP002 to identify areas for improvement to the resolution process, including exploring the potential benefits of increasing the voting threshold required for the adoption of resolutions from a simple majority (50% plus one) to a two-thirds (66%) majority of votes cast, representing at least two-thirds of its members.

	





Category E: Emergent Resolutions 

	Resolution Title
	Resolution’s Call for Action
	Recommendation from Administration

	[bookmark: _Toc236047213]E1: Investing in Prevention: Strengthening FCSS and Community Well-Being

	IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT Alberta Municipalities advocate to the Government of Alberta for: 
· long-term, sustainable, needs-based funding for complementary community prevention services to expand access to early intervention and practical community supports; and
· continued collaboration between FCSS and the broader social service and prevention systems to ensure a strong and effective continuum of care.

	




Full details of each resolution are available in ABmunis’ 2026 Resolutions Book.
